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BY DARL A MEEK 

WHO WAS ORFF…AND WHAT’S A SCHULWERK?

active contributor collaborative musical 
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ORFF SCHULWERK IN THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR SETTING

THE INSTRUMENTS

instruments

Removing unneeded bars helps children focus only on the bars they are using.

ORFF IN THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR SETTING

 
 

 

children make music their own by making music themselves
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ORFF SCHULWERK IN THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR SETTING

• SHAKERS

• SCRAPERS

• WOODS

• METALS

• MEMBRANES

• SPECIAL EFFECTS
 

Xylophones

Metallophones

HOW TO PLAY THE BARRED (ORFF) INSTRUMENTS

Children take turns playing a new instrument part.
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hover

CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT

INSTRUMENT RECOMMENDATIONS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

RESOURCES
• All Things Bright and Beautiful
• Joy Full Noise!
•
• Celebrate
• Chatter with the Angels
• Glow Ree Bee
• Holidays and Holy Days
• Let Us Praise God
• Round the Seasons!
• Sing Out!  Rejoice! 
• Sing We Noel
• Singing in the Season

ORFF SCHULWERK IN THE CHILDREN’S CHOIR SETTING

Darla Meek serves as Lecturer and Music Education Coordinator at Texas A & M University-

courses. Darla presents professional development sessions at the district, state, regional, and 
national levels, and her materials for elementary music specialists have been published through 
Choristers Guild, Celebrating Grace, Inc., and Sweet Pipes, Inc.
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Shared with permission from Choristers Guild, a nonprofit 
organization celebrating its 70th year. Choristers Guild 
(www.choristersguild.org) enables leaders to nurture the 
musical and spiritual growth of children, youth, and adults.




